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1.  Cut a piece of 3/8" rope (I give you a link on where to buy rope, Walmart 
sells it in 50 foot lengths but you can do better on price in 600 foot rolls.) 10 
to 12 foot long and tie a loop on the end.  The loop should be  about 4" to 6 
inches, tape or burn the ends of the rope so it doesn't fray.  Square knot the 
loop so it doesn't come out--no slip knots.   

2.  Cut landscape timbers 6" long, drill 1/2" hole thru the 6" timber about 1.5 
inches from the top. 

3.  Cut a piece of plywood 6" long and 4" wide,  drill a 1/2" hole thru it, 1.5 
inches from the top, thread it thru the hole and using duct tape wrap it 
around the step and the piece of plywood.  

4.  Thread the rope thru the 6" timber.  

 



When you done, here is 1 step 

    

Note the loop at one end, the electrical tape to keep the rope from fraying 
and the length of the rope is about 6.5 feet, so the hoop is about 6 inches. 

   



5. This as another picture of a complete 
step

 

6.  Make 6 to 8 steps for a 10 to 12 foot stand into a Y-tree.  I leave them up 
year around, they are good for at least 5 years, replace any cracked steps or 
plywood eaten up by porcupines.  The load limit on the rope is about 1000 
lbs, so your covered for you "big guys". 

7.  The 4x6 piece of plywood is taped to the step to provide safety in case 
the 4x4 step breaks. 7 layers of plywood is enough to hold your weight. The 
tape is to keep the piece of plywood tight to the 4x4 block, so it is load 
bearing--it tends to not be tight to the block without the duct tape--and you 
could miss the plywood if it was NOT taped to the step. 2 years ago, I was at 
step 3 of a 6 step Y-tree and the step broke. Thank God I landed on my feet, 
totally unhurt, but it scared the heck out of me, so I put the plywood on all 
my steps now. It broke because it was old (about 6 years) and because it had 
weathered but also because the steps are wood and the grain of the wood 
caused the break---4x4's cut from the outside of a large tree are more 



dangerous than 4x4's cut from a 6" diameter tree because the growth rings of 
the tree are actually split points over time as the step weathers. So this is my 
way of getting some cheap safety---the plywood stays together because of 
the glue between each layer and is VERY strong.  In fact if you make steps 
out of ply wood and just glue or drywall  4 pieces together they would be 
extremely safe and durable.   Look what their are making weight carrying 
beams of in new houses now. Again safety by design, I would NOT use the 
steps without the plywood, it is EASY in the dark to NOT see a weathered 
step and  have it break off on you as your 15 feet in the air----  your then a 
NON-hunter the rest of your life in a wheelchair, too much risk for me.  Use 
the 4x6 piece of plywood taped to the step with hole thru it.  The landscape 
timber AND the plywood will give you a safe trip up and down the tree.  

Note.  One reader on the HuntingNet.com Deer Hunting Forum said he used 
chains for steps with hooks (bolts and flat washers would be cheap and 
work).  I don’t like chains, they are noisy and costly, about $1.00/foot, but 
rope is only 10 cents/foot.    Another reader on that forum said he used Pole 
Barn Spikes.  I have also seen rail road spikes used.  All would work, but 
they are slippery and if you slip you can cut your shin or your ribs.   Also 
rail road spikes get left in the tree and chain saws hit them and that is not 
good.  Rope is cheap and safe, lasts for at least 10 years.  DO NOT use hemp 
role the mice eat it.   

8. Here is how to place a step in a tree.  Take the loop in your left hand 
and the block in your right hand and place the rope around the tree.  
Thread the end without the loop thru the end with the loop, the step 
should be within 6 inches of the loop, like this: 



 

9. Take the rope UNDER the step like this: 



   

This brings the step a bit away from the tree and allows for solid 
attachment.   

10. Take the rope back over the top of the step between the step and the 
Tree.  Do this 2 or 3 times, so these loops tighten the step to the tree.  

11. When you done tie it off on the >>right hand<< side of the block, 
like this: 



   

Note the rope is between the block step and the tree, this gives it stability 
and tightness.  

It will NOT slip slide or move at all, it it does you didn’t do it right.  
>>Tighten<< the step to the tree. 

12. Place steps every 18 inches or so all the way up the tree, like this: 



 

  

13. When you done, you have a complete set of steps into a Y-Tree like 
this:   



 

14.   This tree is approximately 10 feet from the ground and I believe I have 
6 steps in the tree.  Note that I leave about 18” of extra rope hanging down 
on each step this allows you to grab the rope as a hand hold.  It is difficult to 
grab the block securely, especially if it is FROZEN with ice and snow on it.   

 

 


